Homocarnosinosis. 3. Spinal fluid amino acids in familial spastic paraplegia.
Increased concentration of CSF homocarnosine has recently been found in a family with spastic paraplegia. CSF homocarnosine was therefore determined in 13 patients from other families with familial spastic paraplegia. Also examined were seven patients from families where the constellation of symptoms and signs was more complex, but also comprised spastic paraplegia, and five patients with non-familial spastic paraplegia. No changes were found in homocarnosine level. In one patient with spastic familial paraplegia clear elevation of threonine in the CSF was found. The affected brother showed no such abnormality. CSF homocarnosine elevation is thus no common denominator in familial spastic paraplegia.